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         January 2008  

RE: Heritage High School Still Excellent 
 
Dear Heritage Students and Parents: 
 
Our community takes enormous pride in our students, our staff, and our school. We are very 
proud of our reputation as one of the top high schools in the state of Colorado. As you can 
imagine, we were disappointed with the news that our school rating as identified by the Colorado 
Department of Education’s School Accountability Report (SAR) has moved from “Excellent” to 
“High.” 
 
The annual SAR rating is based on student performance as measured by the 9th and 10th grade 
CSAP test and the 11th grade state ACT test. The student performance results from all content 
areas on all tests for all three grade levels are combined into one score known as the Overall 
Academic Performance Index (OAPI). The 9th and 10th grade results on CSAP represent 
roughly two-thirds of the score with the 11th grade state ACT test representing roughly the other 
third of the OAPI. Clearly, the state puts great value in all of these tests. 
 
To simplify a complex formula, Heritage needed an OAPI score of 1.13 to maintain our excellent 
rating, and our 2007 OAPI score was 1.08. Heritage students were only .05 away from the 
“Excellent” rating. According to our calculation, roughly 25 students at the 9th grade level and 
30 students at the 10th grade level scored lower compared to Heritage students from previous 
years. So what does this mean? 
 
It means we have a “High” rating, but we are still an excellent school with extremely bright and 
passionate teenagers, an exceptional and committed staff, and the best and most supportive 
parents in Colorado. We don’t want to over-emphasize the importance of CSAP, but we don’t 
want to under-react either. As a school, the CSAP test is an important measure of what our 
students “know and are able to do,” and we do take the test seriously. The rating is important to 
us. 
 
The Heritage staff takes a great deal of pride in our students, and we are committed to making 
improvements to recapture the “Excellent” rating. We are planning to implement a number of 
different activities through Advisory to reconnect students with their results from previous years 
and to motivate them to perform their very best.  
 
Parents we need your help; we need you to encourage your students to take the test seriously and 
to come ready to do their best. In 2007, approximately 20 students had incomplete or invalid test 
scores which counted against their peers as a negative number in the OAPI calculation. These 
students could have made all the difference in last year’s performance rating. 
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HeritageHighlights 

Heritage High School will provide each individual an environment where students and staff share mutual respect and 
commitment to purposeful learning and teaching. 



STUDENT PARKING IN THE  
CHURCH LOT 
 
Parking permits are not required for students to park in 
the Seventh Day Adventist Church lot during the school 
day. However, students may only park in the yellow 
striped spaces. We encourage all students who use this lot 
during the school day to treat the parking lot with respect 
by driving appropriately and disposing of trash in trash 
cans.  
 
Also, students and parents are asked to not park in the 
Seventh Day Adventist Church parking lot after school or 
on weekends. Let’s be good neighbors by continuing to 
have a positive relationship with the church personnel. 
These parking spots are very valuable to us; we don’t 
want to risk losing them!  

SECOND SEMESTER BEGINS  
JANUARY 7, 2008 
 
Students should print their second semester schedules 
from Infinite Campus and bring them to school for the 
first day of classes on Monday, January 7, 2008. We 
will follow a normal Monday bell schedule. 
 
The opportunity to correct errors in students’ schedules 
was provided before Winter Break. Except for teacher- 
initiated level changes that can be accommodated, no 
schedule changes will be allowed once classes have 
begun. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS 

At Heritage we want to make sure that we respond appropriately, without panic, and without excuses. Whether we like it or not the 
CSAP and the state ACT make up our school rating and it is by this rating that our school is judged by the public.  In our community 
we all know that the rating is not the sole indicator of our school quality, and it is essential that we all carry the message loud and 
clear about the excellent students and staff at Heritage High School. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kenneth J. Moritz 
Principal 

SWIM WAIVER TEST  
 
The Swim Waiver Test will be given after school on 
Friday, February 8. Any student who wishes to take the 
test must sign up with Ms. Rossing or Mrs. Lee by 
Thursday, February 7, 2008. Students must complete 
their swimming requirement or successfully pass the 
Swim Waiver Test before the end of their junior year or 
they will be required to enroll in and successfully 
complete a swimming class during their senior year. 

CLASS FEES DUE FEBRUARY 29 
 
Second semester class fees will be posted to student 
accounts on Infinite Campus, and statements will be 
mailed home on January 28, 2008. This will include AP 
test fees. Payment is due to the bookkeeper by February 
29, 2008.  
 
In an effort to keep student fines to a minimum, the 
following policy is in place: 

• Parking permits will not be issued to any student 
with an outstanding fine. 

• Students wishing to attend Prom cannot have a 
balance over $100. 

• Students will not be allowed to pick up their 
yearbooks until all fees and fines have been paid. 

• Seniors must pay all outstanding fines before 
transcripts will be released, including mid-year 
requests from colleges and universities. 

• Seniors will not be allowed to pick up their caps 
and gowns or participate in the graduation 
ceremony until all fees and fines have been paid. 






